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recuse himself or herself by designating the next most senior
officer in the Department of Justice whom that information
does not involve and who does not have a current or recent
personal or financial relationship with such person to perform
the duties assigned under this chapter to the Attorney General
with respect to that information.
"(2) requirements for recusal determination.—The Attor-
ney General shall, before personally making any other
determination under this chapter with respect to information
received under this chapter, determine under paragraph (1)
whether to recuse himself or herself with respect to that
information. A determination to recuse shall be in writing, shall
identify the facts considered by the Attorney General, and shall
set forth the reasons for the recusal. The Attorney General
shall file this determination with any notification or application
submitted to the division of the court under this chapter with
respect to the information involved.
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of an independent counsel
"(a) conduct of preliminary investigation.—
"(1) in general.—A preliminary investigation conducted
under this chapter shall be of such matters as the Attorney
General considers appropriate in order to make a determina-
tion, under subsection (b) or (c), on whether further investiga-
tion is warranted, with respect to each potential violation, or
allegation of a violation, of criminal law. The Attorney General
shall make such determination not later than 90 days after the
preliminary investigation is commenced, except that, in the
case of a preliminary investigation commenced after a congres-
sional request under subsection (g), the Attorney General shall
make such determination not later than 90 days after the
request is received. The Attorney General shall promptly notify
the division of the court specified in section 593(a) of the
commencement of such preliminary investigation and the date
of such commencement.
"(2) limited authority of attorney general.—(A) In
conducting preliminary investigations under this chapter, the
Attorney General shall have no authority to convene grand
juries, plea bargain, grant immunity, or issue subpoenas.
"(B)(i) The Attorney General shall not base a determination
under this chapter that information with respect to a violation
of criminal law by a person is not specific and from a credible
source upon a determination that such person lacked the state
of mind required for the violation of criminal law.
"(ii) The Attorney General shall not base a determination
under this chapter that there are no reasonable grounds to
believe that further investigation is warranted, upon a deter-
mination that such person lacked the state of mind required for
the violation of criminal law involved, unless there is clear and
convincing evidence that the person lacked such state of mind.
"(3) extension of time for preliminary investigation.—
The Attorney General may apply to the division of the court for
a single extension, for a period of not more than 60 days, of the
90-day period referred to in paragraph (1). The division of the
court may, upon a showing of good cause, grant such extension.

